INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
Indeed, just as among the public there may be an exaggera-
tion of belief in specialization of talent, so there has been,
I think, among research workers in psychology and pedagogy,
an exaggerated idea of the amount of similarity connoted
by correlation coefficients. There has been noticeable
during the past year a tendency to emphasize the lack of
agreement between lists which a correlation of 0*5 or 0*6
or even 0*8 permits, and minimize the former regard for
their resemblance. The general fact seems to be fairly
stated by saying, that while it is true that correlation
coefficients are positive for the most part, yet they are so
far removed from unity that great diversity in talent may
yet coexist with them. It is not until a correlation co-
efficient is well over Q'Q that any predictions based thereon
are of much practical value.
Two lines of investigation which bear on the question
of average ability being inherited or acquired are (1)
inquiries into the mentality of twins and siblings, and (2)
researches into the constancy or otherwise, with advancing
age, of the intelligence quotient. Twins are notoriously
more likely to resemble one another than siblings—brothers
and sisters of the same family who are not twins. Again,
however, there exists the possibility of explaining this
resemblance, as far as mental qualities go, either by saying
that the reason is the identity of inheritance, or by claiming
that it is due to the exceptional identity of home circum-
stances. Researches by Galton, Thomdike, and others
point to the former factor, inheritance, as being more
potent. Thorndike compared twins of different ages, and
found that young twins resembled each other mentally just
as much as old twins did, whereas if the identity of home
circumstances were the cause of the resemblance, then its
draw conclusions from such numbers as to the relationships existing
between the inherent abilities, the nature of the teaching, and the skill
of examining; in these subjects. It is very desirable that large public
examination authorities should employ a statistician to compute and
publish correlations of this kind based on their extensive data.
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